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Premonition. 


Having 4 certain Confirmation from God Almighty, of a dread- 
ful Tudgment immediately coming upon us, did declare it to my 


Friends and Neighbours , and ſome of them deſiring me to give 


them ſome Grounds of my Faith, I writ the firſt of theſe Diſcourſes. 
and ſome time efter, my Friend, that writ the other, had an extraor- 
dinary Call and Command from God, to write ſomething, and de- 
clareit with my Diſcourſe likewiſe. Soout of Conſcience to God, 
and Good to the Nation, to as many as ſhall take Warning by it, we 
have diſcharged our Dnty. | 
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Two Witneſles to the Midnight Cry. ; 


YY Friend, 

Ince you deſire me to give you an Account of thoſe Grounds, which cauſe me 
to declare, That there is a dreadful Judgment immediately coming upon this 
Nation : I ſhall, by God's aſſiſtance herein, ſarishe your requeſt: And the Lord 

God of Heaven keep me from that moſt horrid Sin, of calling in the Holy God to at- 
reſt an Untruth, and deliver me from my ſelf, that I may not in the leaſt defign the 
ſetting up of my ſelf in it; and be pleaſed, for my Lord's fake, to give me thy Holy 
Spirit to lead me into all Truth. 

Abour a Quarter of a Year fince, I had a very ſtrange and dreadful Impreſſion made 
upon my Heart, fromthoſe Words of the Angel to Lo, Gen. 19.17. Eſcepe for thy Life, 
Such an Impreflion Inever experienc'd before in all my Life: Yea, | never experienc'd 
any thing of that Nature before z and it was fo ftrong upon me, that I was afraid thay 
I ſhould not have born it. Now, that which afſures me, that it was from God, and 
no Deluſion, are theſe Three Things: 

|. That which preeeatd it. 
[I. That which accompanied it: And, 
I1I. That which hath followed wpon it. 

I. That which preceded it. Some confiderable time before, I was lead by a worthy 
Example, to make a Reſolution to ſpend ſome time every day in the Contemplation of 
the wonderful love of God in Chi iſt Jeſus; and accordingly I did fo, but I found it ſuch 
a Gulf as could not be fathomed by the united Lines of Men and Angels. And when 
I went about to ſearch into it, I found I did but (as it were) go about to take the Alti- 
tude of thoſe Glorious Orbs that are above, by the length of my ſhort Arm. And O 
methinks, how ungrateful and unworthy Creatures are we, that we do-no more 
praiſe and adore that Love we can never comprehend; that Love that is ay ae 
Wonder | And how do Chriſtians deprive themſelves of the higheſt Incentive to Love 
and Obedience, and the higheſt Comforts and Enjoyments, by thimKking: no more of it } 
And my dear Lord was pleafed to manifeſt himſelf ro me ſo much in it, that I was able 
tobcarit; andraiſed me up to ſuch a Spiritual frame, as I never experienced before ; 
ſ:> that I began to think with my ſelf, ſarely Death was approaching: And accordingly | 
told a Friend, that I thought Death was near, who will atteſt this thing. For I confi- 
der'd with my f(clf, that God was a God of Judgment ; he doth not communicate ſuc!: 
Enjoyments as are more than ordinary, but upon ſome more chan ordinary Account : 
Burt after ſome time, | bleſs God, I found my Health berter than it was before, and then 
I began to think that that was not it. Afterwards a Temptation hovered, and I thought 
that I ſhould be very hard pur to it by it, and then I thought this was it. But, praiſed 
be God, that was quickly blown over ; for at this time,'I know not the meaning of ir, 
and [ was then as much prejudiced againſt things of this nature, wlych ſame Preached, _ - 
ſcourſed, as any Man now'isz and ſpoke ſo much againſt ir, that 1 bleſs — 
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F thoughts, that certainly ſome great Judgment was coming upon this Nation, and the 
- Arguments that were ſuggeſted to me were theſe Three, 


1. God hath been wonderful gracious to us in England, above other Nations; for I 
am informed, that the Goſpel never ſtaid fo long together inany one place, as i: hath 
done here in Eng/and, Though we have been an unthankful, and unfrmtful People, yer 
he hath ſhowed himſelf loath to depart from us, but hath born with us hitherto. And I 
conſidered, that notwithſtanding his long Sufferance, yet certainly, as feraſ.1/ems had 
her day, ſo hath England ; for if there were not a time determined by God, it might be 
Infinite; and God hath been further very gracious to us in many lnitances ; he hath 
of late delivered us by a miraculous Providence, beyond any Mans thouzhr, from onr 
unmcrciful Enemies, that would have ſubverted our Reltzion and Property, a Delive- 
rance that latter times cannot parallel; and by this and nther Mercics and Delive- 
rances, he hath been leading us to Repentance. And on tne other hand, he hath been 
correCting us very ſeverely, as by the Plague and Fire: And herein he hath been riving 
us to Repentance ; and yet, notwithſtanding all this, we remain an incorrivible People, 
and inſtcad of Reforming, we grow worſe and worſe: Nat to ſay any thing of the 
Debauch'd part of the Nation, who (tn their Lives) own not a God, of which there 
are known to be very many : But of rhe Profeſfing part, that call themſelves Chriſti- 
ans, ths Power of Religion is very much [*ecay'd, and is come to a meer Form, a Shevw, 
&Vizard, Miniſters are fo cold and heartleſs, that inſtead of awakening, they rock 
their Hearers aſlcep, and Pcople come and go from the Ordinances of God, from Sab- 
bath to Sabbath, from Year to Year, until their Lives are at an end, and no viſible 
Change. As they were many Years ago, ſo are they ſtill, like poor Paticnts, that wait 
upon theic Phiſicians tor Directions to cure their Diſtempers, ard then go away with- 
out following their Advice, and think that hearing what they ſay will do it. When we 
are engaged in our particular Calling, then all the Faculties of our Souls and Bodies 
are united; bur when we come to ſerve God in our general Calling, the. the Krce 
and the Tongue mult ſerve without the Heart, We have im our Flock Malo, and 
vow and ſaciifice to the Lord a corrupt thing: We take Confeffion of S111, for Repon- 
trance and Converſion , we Pray againlt them, but do not Watch : We Pray, and witen 
we have done that, we pleaſe our ſelves that we have doc our Duty, and hope now 
all thall be weli, though we endeavour not in the uſe of the Means, for the obtain- 
mg and doinz what we pray for, We fin, and confeſs, ard beg Pardon, and then Sin 
again, like Lewes King of France, of whoin it is ſaid, That he would Swear, and kiſs the 
Croſs, and then Swear arain, And thus we goon from day to day, we promiſe amend- 
ment, and take the Sacrament upon it, and go and live as we Uid before, and are un- 
eoncerned init; whereas it is looked upon as one of the highe!t Obligations that Hu- 
mane Nature 1s capable of, to promiſe and take the Sacrarncnt on it: An\! it is looked 
mon fO b< fo ſtrong an Obligation, that he muſt turn Devil that will not be faithtul 
ec his promiſe, when he hath taken the Sacrament on it. Our Sins are worſe than the 
Devits; they never hnned againſt a Son of God, that would become an Angel for them; 
they never tinned a7ainft a Son of God, that would die an ignominiousand curſed Death 
{or them ; and theretore in this reſpect, they are worſe than the Devils; and the Sins of 


tie People of God, are worſe than the Debauched of the World ; they never ſinned 


a!3inft fuch Manifeſtations and Enjoyments of God, as we have dane. 
Our Faich is much decayed ; we do not reverence him as God : When we come 

{hip him, we do-notthear his'Word with that reverence that is duc to. the. W, 
»0., 0 - 'Y | FLY ; h i as 
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is Conſonant to his Word, as if we did believe that he beſteches us by them,*and they © 
ſpeak to us 1n his ſtead, 2 Cor. 5. 20. and that he will paſs Sentence upon us'in the 
Day of Judgment, according to their preachinz: Neicher do we read it with that Re- 
verence that becomes the Word of God, nor with that Regard to it, as the Rule he 
hath given us of our Faith and Obedience : Neither do we pray unto him, as if we did 
believe tha! he faith, rh-t he will be honoured in the Aﬀfembly ct his Saints, and had in 
Reverence of thoſc thatdo appear before him. We do no: pray as if we prav'd unto God, 
as if we did beiicve that he 15 a Spirit, and requires principally to hc worſhipped in 
Spirit, as if we did believe that he 1s the Searcher of th Heart, and eves how we heart 
tin Duty, and avtors that Iypncriſie that draws near to God with the Mouth, and 
honours tim With tie Lips, when the Heart isfar from him ; asif we &id believe that 
God hath laid, Curfea rs he that duih the Work of the Lord veglivent!y ; Curſed ts he that 
bath Male in his Flick and offers acorrupt thinzg., We do not act as it we di believe, 
that we are alwa\is uncer his Rovai Eve, al that he ſees what we arc a doing when 
We are in Secrct, and ſocs the Notions of our Hearts, and all thoſe Prom ts amd De- 
ſigns we are carrying 0! We Go not fear Gud as if we did believe that he is omnipo- 
rent; and therefore no Creature can do us gon or hurt, by as hs Inſtrument ; withaur 
his leave we do rot believe that h& 1s Truth and Faithtulndts it foIF; that he muſt 
ceaſe to bo, if he ſhould ceaſe to be as god as his Word; that as he is a God 
that cannot Lye, fo he is a God that carnot Dye: So that it he ſhou'd nor be true, 
and faithful, and Juſt, all thinzs would ceaſe to be ; for al the Creatures depend ypon 
him, as Pcams on the Sun : So thatas lone as any thing continues tobe, ve need not 
queſtion his Faithfulnefs and Truth in his Promiſes and I hretnin;s ; we do not truſt in 
him as a God, as if we dit! belicre that it 15 all one with him to help us when Means 
are weak, as when Means are wanting we do no! truitin him m ſuch Caſes, that if 
he help us not we are undone, which is a Fatth oniy worthy of God, 

Yea, we do not belicve him to be fo much .s a Man ; we do not come intuhis Pre- 
ſence with that Reverence we ſhould do itt the preterce of an Earthiy King or Mo- 
narch; neithcr do we attend to wiiar !6& faruin, as We (houli do to a Man that is our 
Supcriour: We {tand Murcin awe of thy Pro Mato! of our Earthly Sovereign, when 
he C1 1: VIS US {ome UDO0%1 Pain of his Dif;:.c 1(17e, than we do of the Great SOVe- 
rcign of Heaven and Earth ; we do 1.1% petition God witn we come to beg his Pardon, 


and when come to beg our Lives at is | fa:.d, as we wouid the Ring, when we have 
provoked him : We durit not apprer to tis Rrowieuge, WINK an Act of Difloyalty in 
our | feart, when we come to b.g his Parton, and be many tumes unconcerned ar if, 


aswc do ro God. We durit not for our Livcs fringe the Laws of our Earth'y Sove- 
reign, undcr his Eve, as we do the Laws of Gol. Ita Ring ſhould command us tote» 
licve a por Subject, Cc. an! promiſe to pay us 284171, VE wil: do what he commands 
chearfully, and take his Promiſe tor good Seeuiry ; bur we done thus to God, Men 
dare not call in their Princes Name upon eva y vain and light occafion, as they do the 
great and terrible Name of God. Men were never to unworthy and baſe, to ſuffer 
their Prince to come ard knock at thew Doors, 2nd refuſe to let lim in, Etpectally if he 
ſhould come with a Pardon, ard a Crown, a: vet thus they Uo to our Lord. 

O Lord have mercy upon us! I amafraid ro mention it, we do not regard that glo- 
rious God that made and upholds us, ſo much as we do a poor Man that is our eq 'ah; 

yea, our inferiour. We fear more to diſpleaſe :hem, in reproving then for ſinning-@-- 
gain God, than wedo God. Ofteatimes we dare not do that. thigg 
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, wilarthey ſay, than what God ſays to us inhis Word, and fear more that they ſhould d 
' know what we domany times, than God, and give more Credit to their Promiſes, than 


we do unto his, and are more affeted with Love and Thankfuineſs to them for the 
Kindneſſes we receive from them, than we are for thoſe wonderful Kindneſſes we re- 
ceive from the God that made us, and upon whoſe Bounty we have lived ever fince we 
were born, and who gave his only begotten Son todye for us an accurfed Death, to de- 
liver us from the Curſe. Let our Conſciences ſpeak, what ſay they in theſe Caſes ? 
and our Loveto our dear Redeemer is grown very Cold; he who, as the Apoſtle faith, 
Gal. 2. 20. Hath loved thee and me, and given himſelf for us. 

Thouyh 1 can never ſound this Deep that hath no Bottom, let me caſt in my ſhort 
Line, and ſee how far I can reach, and then eternally adore and admire that which 1s 
behind. If a Prince ſhould give but a Thouſand Pound tor my Ranſom, how could I 
do otherways than love that Prince as long as 1 live, with the highelt Intention of Love 
I was capable of? But if he ſhould give a Kingdom for my, Ranſom, at what a loſs 
ſhould I be, that have not Love cnouvh tor ſuch a wonderful Kindneſs? My mind would 
be unſatisficd, if I hal not an opportunity to Sacrifice my very hearts Blood for him: 
But it he ſhould give himſclf tor my Ranſom, this were more than all his Kingdoms and 
Treaſurcs ; he were come to a Non Viira, he could do no more: There was never ſuch 
an Inſtance as this is in the wholeWorld ; and indeed, its too bigg a Love for the Heart 
of the moſt gracious Prince that ever was; he could not do it for the molt Loyal Sub- 
ject that ever was, much leſs could he do it for a Subjcct that had Rebcllcd againſt him; 
yea, whilſt he were in aCtual Rebellion againſt him, aid in Thraldom too for Rebelling 
againſt him, and that juſtly : Bur ſuppoſe ſich a thing could be, O how ſhould I love 
and honour him! If it were poſſible, infinicely ; ic would ſo wonderfully attract my 
Heart, that there would be no room left init tolove any thing elſe but him, O! how 
would the whole World adorc and admire? This were beyond wonder, but thus won- 
derfully beyond wonder hath my dear Lord loved me, he hath given himſelf for my 
Redemption, which is infinitcly more than all the Monarchics, and Kingdoms, and 
Treaſures of the World. 

Again,our dcar Lord hath purchaſed aHcavenly I:heritance for thee and me with his 
Blood, Heb 10.19. There was never ſuch a kind and loving Father, that had f> much 
Love to is moit dutifiil $o:1, as to purchaſe an Inheritance for him, by paying dow: 
the price o: his own Hearts Blood for it ; and when he had done, to rejoyce in the pur- 
chaſe, much Its for an undutiful Son: But thus hath our Saviour done for us. O 
Love beyond wor:der ! Bou:ht with the Blood of Teſits, the Blond of that Perſon that 
is God, and har wh:ill? we were Sinners, Rom F. 8$. in aftual Rebcllion againit him: And 
oh: What a glorious liheritance muſt that be, that ct ſuch a Þ: Ice, aid the alſuraiice 
of which is ſetled vi h his Biood to, Heb. 9.20. 1 Cor. 11.25. *Iis ſaid, /ſa.53.11. He 
ſhall fee the Travel of his Sorl, and ſhall be ſatisfied; He ſhall be much retreſhed and 
gladded therewith, as one comments on the Words. © Love bevond Wonder! Our 
cear Lord accounts our Salvation a Compenſation, a Recon: pence, a Satislattion for all 
thoſe wonderful things that he hath done and ſuffered for us: I ſay, if we could ſup- 
pIſe ſuch a Love as | have bef-re inſtarced in, of ſome Friend in this WorJd ; yet this 
Love of our dear Redeemer is infinitely greater, in as much as his Perſon is of infinite 
greater Dignity, and the Miſery he dclivers us from, and the Inheritance in Heaven he 
hath purchaſed for us, is infinitely greater, and therefore his Love muſt be infiai 

eater; | This argucs him to be God, - and not meer Man. | The love of a Ma 
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ifed, cither from ſome Motive withour, fome Goodneſs in another, or from Grace -* 
within: But there cannot be any ſuch Motive without, neither can there be fo much *© 
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| Grace within, that can carry him out to ſuch a Love I have inſtanced in; and there- 


fore, we have no ſuch inſtance in the whole World ; but God hath no Motive without 
himſelf, he works from his own internal, eſſential Goodneſs; and luch a Love as this 
muſt proceed from an infinite Cauſe, from the Grace of a God: And Oh! That we 
had an infinite Oye to give him again, and that we could, as Mr. Rate ford faith, in- 
vite all Nations to love him. Will a King come down from his Throne to do me good, 
and tell me, if his Hearts Blood will do me good, I ſhall have it; yea, and give it to 
me too, to do me good, and ſhall nor I love him wrh a flamiig Love? 1 muſt now 
lay violent hands upon my ſelf, deſtroy my own Nature, if I love him not as much as 
I amable ; for our very Natures carry us out to love them, that love us according to 
our Proportion ; and can I provoke ſuch a Sovereign ? The Devils cannot be guilty of 
ſuch aSin: Why, Sin is a Prevoking the Holy Ore of Iract ro Anger, Iſa. 1. 4. And ſhall 


| Chriſtians do thus? Were but our Eyes open, we could not live ar.d do it, O Lord, 
| whatever [ ſuffer, deliver me from Sin: and when our gracious Lord hatch done all this 
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for us; yea, infinite more, ſhall we ſtill refuſe to accepr of him and his Rinineſs? He 
comes himſelf firſt, and then he ſerds his Scrvants time after time, and prays and be- 
ſceches us by them, to accept of his Love, that we might not perith, bur be happy for 
ever; and though we are ſo unworthy, as to reſuſc to accept of his wondertul Rind- 
neſs; though we deſtroy our ſelves thereby, yet ſtill te waits to be gracious, and ob - 
liges us by all the Kindneſs our Natures are capable of, to bc happy, O inexhoſtible 
Grace! And yet for all this, the World ſcarce owns a dying Saviour ; yea, thoſe that 
profeſs themſelves to be Chriſtians, go from tryal to tryal, to know whether they love 
their Redeemer; and they hope well, but trey cannot certaitity know that they love 
him, We can feel that we love our Friends, wc do not go to Tryal to know that ; but 
we cannot feel that we love our Lord. Is this a Love worthy of ſich a Love! In Scri- 
pture Language, to love any one lefs than another, is Hatred; as Luke 12. 26 If am 
Adayn come to me, and hate not hu Father and Mother, &c. That is, love them not lcfs ; 
therefore in Scripture Phraſe, this is to hate Chriſt. Shall Chriſtians theinſelves thus 
requite the Love of their gracious Redeemer! Men teel thcir Hearts carrie out to 
love Men for a ſmall Kindneſs reccived from them: O what is become of our Love! 
How ſweet is the Name of Jeſts tothe Spouſc Tay Name 15 45 Oyntnert poured forth, 
Cant. 1,3. Thy Name, as the Word is, as Oyntmene, What Expreſſions of Love be- 
twixt Chriſt and his Spouſe ! O where is Chriſt's Spouſe now ? As the Father ſaid, Ss 
conferas, non ſapit mibi mfr ſonnerit T7 + (ts ; C114 feſus e/t 87; 0YE mcO Ate, IN 4u't Aſc!os, 
1m corde Faubilenm : But how long nav we go, Ore we hear the Name of jcf.is, except 
it be in taking that ſweet Name in va. 

Now I reflc& thus upon my ſelf, that mv dear Lord woutd never have manifeſted 
himſelf ſo graciouſly tome, as | have dare), in order to the contirm-tion of a De- 
lJufion. If my own Father, whilſt 1 am dcirg mv Duty to him, ſhoutd (ew Love and 
Kindneſs to me, what an unworthy Child was 1 to abuſe his Love, and think with my 
ſelf, this is to undo me, and to encourage me to do what is offen!.ve to him? I could 
not do thus, much leſs ſhall I do thus tro my Lord, to think he ſhould give me Poyfon 
in Wine, which is moſt Mortal. I will never think {o, thouvh I have done: Bur you 
ſay, that Satan may take this advantage to introduce a Dcluſion. Afwer : lt. 
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" its my Lord woutd then have foreſeen it,as 


..,gorz nor ſo much Faith and Love to God, as to rejoyce, that there are ſame 


Peter's, Luk. 22, 3t,/F6M 
not have manifeſted himſelf ſo much to me at that time; and he would never hay 
owned me in the Faith of this thing, as he hath done fo often fince. It you ask me 
what I mcan by owning me: I anſwer, By given me that ſweet inward gracious 
Frame of Spirit, whilſt I have been waiting upon him ſince in Duty, and particularly 
whilſt I have been declaring of it ; yea, and to own me alike in both. 

Further, it is manifeſt ro me from what hath been ſaid, that we have forſaken the Lord, 
we have provoked the Hely One of Iſtacl ro anger, we are gone away back-ward, as the 
Jews, {ſ{a. 1. 4. &<«. neither the goodnels nor ſeverity of God would work upon them, 
as appears by the C-ntext, and therefore Gol tel!s them, that their Land is waſt, their 
Citics are burat with Fire, Strangers devour their Land in their Preſence, and they 
are deſolate like the overthiow of Strangers, &c. now theſe things are Types and Ex- 
amples to us, and ſhcry what we muſt expect, if we do as they did, 1 Cor. Io. 5. for 
God is no reſpetter of Pe:ſous. And I Reaton thus, If the Hearts of SubjeCtsare alienated 
from thcir lawful Sovereign, fo that they do nor ſo much as own him to be ſuch, and 
prefer the loweſt of his Subjects before him, and regard not his Preſence ſo much as they 
do thcirs, and will rake the Word of any Man bcſore they will take his, and valuenor 
his Promiſts nor his Threatnings, and affront him to his Face, and are unconcerned ; 
and notwithitanding he hath endeavoured to recover them to their Allegiance, by ſe. 
vere Puniſhmcnts on the one }'and, and unparallc!'d Kindnefles on the other z and 
42 4in and again ſent forth his Proclamations to command them to come in, and moſt 
#7 aciouſly offers them his Pardon ; and yer nothing will work upon them, but they ra- 
ricr grow worſe and worſe ; then his own Honour, and the Honrur of his Government, 
obligcs him to tatc away their Lives : Now he ſees that nothing will reelaim them, and 
that it is not for his own Honour, nor for their good them(elves, nor for the good of 
the reſt of his Subjects ro bear with them any longer, for they will grow worſe and 
worſe themſelves, and it they be let alone, they will corrupt the reſt of his SubjeQts, 
not Oly for the preſenc, bur alſo for Poſterity, and draw them from their Allegiance, 
and ſo would be a Mcans to deitroy his whole Kingdom, if he ſhould bear with them 
any longer; ſyrhat roy, not oaly his Juſtice, but his Mercy cngageth him to ſend forth 
his Army and deſtroy them : And ſhall not the great Sovereign of Heaven and Earth 
be as jaſtand merciful: He hath been thus dealt with, and hath been infinitely more 
kind to us, and hath ſent forth his Proclamations to call us 11, and hath waitedlonger 
Upoii 1s, than hc nath done upon any, and nothing will work upon us, but we rather 
grow worſe and worſe. Now the Honour of God, the Honour of his Juſtice, and of 
his Goodneſs to them and their Poſterity, obliges him to begin and make an end of 
them at once. 

Again, we are ſtrangely divided at this day, both in AﬀeCtion and Worſhip; not 
only the Seed of the Homan againſt the Seed of the Serpent, but the Seed of the Waman 
againſt the Seed of the Woman; Chriſt's little Flock are fo far from uniting againſt the 

great Flock of the Serpent, that they are butting at each other; they are ſo far from u- 


*nitinZ againſt the common Enemy, that they are diſcharging their Guns at each other; 


the leaſt ditference in Judgment, cauſes ſuch dilference in AﬀeCtion, that they unchri- 
ſtian each other, they have not ſo much Humility as to grant they may err, nor ſo 
much Faith, as to believe God, chat we know but in part; nor ſo much knowledge, 
that ſhould keep them from making thoſe things neceſfary to Salvation that God hath 
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ﬀ be an Idolater, and ſubmit- theis Conſcientes* 


OUT Wed, becauſe every one. wth C9" 
theirs ; nor ſo much underſtanding as to conſider, that if any one ſhould ſubje& his Judge 
ment to theirs in matter of Religion, before his Conſcience is ſatisfied, upon the ſame: 
ground it may be expected that he ſhould do the like to another and another, fo he, 
ſhould run into infinite z and the World is now running down the few People of God, and. 


'd, ſcoffing at his worſhip, and count it a greater Crime to move to worſhip God, thery to go 2 
ic { toan Ale hofe or Tavern; and that which is worſt of all, ſome Miniſters themſelves, 4 
m, | that by their place ſhould encourage ir, joyn with them. Now you know what our Sa- 
eir viour faith, 4 Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand. If it be faid, We have been long 
ey divided, yet it ſtands. I anſwer, the longer it hath been divided, the nearer it is to its * 
X- not ſtanding ; for our Saviours words will for ever be a tanding Truth. "Tis a 

for Argument to ſay, A Father hath long bore with an undurtiful Son, and therefore he - 
ed will ever hear with him ; but rather he hath born long, _and therefore 'tis likely his Pa- 


Sauttum ſemen ſiatumen terre, the holy ſeed is the prop of the World, without which : 
God would quickly give up houſe. Now if fo be the greater part of the props are 
decayed, and there are but a few that bear up the Building, and almoſt every-qne:fets _ 
an hand to pull thoſe few down, and thoſe whoſe place is to ſtrengthen thoſe fem ans...” 
thruſting them down too, the building is not like to ſtand long ; tis very likely 
the owner of it will take it down and build ita new. This was my firſt Argument? 
a- |, If it be ſaid, that other Nations are as bad as we are, | anſwer, That I queſtion whe- ? 
it, | ther other Nations ever were compelled to Repentance by ſuch Miracles of Mercies 


nd tience is almagg expired. *Tis ſaid, Jſai. 6. 13. The holy ſeed ſtall be the ſubſtance thereof. 
| 


1d | as we are; yet it is certain that in ſome Inſtances, God hath been more gracious tro us 
of | than cverhe was to any Nation fince Chriſt came in the Fleſh, and in this reſpect our 
d | fins are more highly agyravated than any other ; and fince we arc not wrought upon by 
s, | them, we may juſtly expedt a greater Judgment. 
{-# 2. It appears to mie and others, that there is eertainly a door of Grace opened at 
m | this time, that Prophecy ſeems to be fulfilled now, That the Doves ſhall flock to the 
th / Windows. People gather together in far greater numbers than we have known, notwith- 
th ſtanding the greateſt part of Men are ſcoffing at them, and doing what they can todiſ- - | 
re | courage them; and they ſeem to be thruſting into the Ark themſelves, and thruſting in 
er | others, and pulling their Friends outof Sodow ; and therefore we have caule to fear that 
er the flood is coming, and the fire ready to fall from Heaven, and it ſeems as if God 
of | were making up his Jewels, and calling his Elect, and ſecuring them before it comes. 
of And there is at this time fo great a change in this place, ſuch a Reformation ; and I 
\ hear of itin other places, that no Man living ever ſaw, eſpecially of the younger fort, as 
5t / if God were a laying in a holy ſeed, in order to ſome glorious time coming ; the Peg» ©} 


rienced; ſo that ſome are bold to ſay, that they ſee themſelves grow, they are making 
haſte to ſomething that is extraordinary. Now God doth nothing in vain, extraordinary 
[; things of-this nature are for ſome extraordinary thing that is cominz, ard it is the more 

| wonderful to me, becauſe that whereas Parents have the great charge ro endeavour 
_ the Converfion of their Children, now there -are many examples here, and queſtion- 
leſs in other places, that Children are more concerned in this reſpeCt for their Parents, - 
chan- are for them; ſo that they that are Children. in a natural ſence, are Far. 
rents to th ir Parents in a Spiritual-Sence ; ſo that Chnit ſecms to be cx 


n | ple of God do now experience ſuch gracious Communications they never betore expe- 


2. The People of Sod are haftening the coming&of Chriſt, "not only they that have 
F-the Seal of it, but alſo others, more than ever we-have heard of : They feem to have & 
*. Spirit of Grace and Supplication poured upon them, for the coming of our Lord Jeſus, 
which is a ſecret Intimation that he will come quickly; for there is no paſſive Power in 
God; he is not moved fionm any thing without, Prayer is not properly to work any 
* change in God, for he is unchangable, but it is to Uſher in his Decree. It 1s obſervable, 
that when God is about to do any great thing for his Church, he gives them a Spirit of 
Prayer for the accompliſhment of it, as Danzel, chap. g. verſ. 2, Fc, If it were not fo, 
why ſhould there be this Spirit of Prayer morc now than ever we have heard of ? 
1heugh my Faith in a Judgment immediately coming upon us, be the principal thing I 
am enlightned in, yet withal, as you ſee, I have an Intimation of tome glorious rime thac 
{hall quickly enſue upon it. 
Thus I have given you an Account of thoſe Arguments that lead me firſt of all to be- | 
lieve, that ſome great Judgment was coming upon us in this Nation, and the firſt + 
time that I declared them, was before ſome company that were met to Worſhip God 5 | 
and at that time, providence had fo ordered it, that I was under a more than ordinary | 
| Diftemper, both of Body and Mind; fo that when they were come together, I was fo 
 daunted, and out of frame, that [ was thinking to avoid the Company and the Room ; 
; * but finding that I could not tell how to do it, being called to Duty, I looked up to God, 
and threw my (elf upon him, and ventured on it, and I profeſs, in the preſence of God, 
ls 1 found ſuch afliſtance, that I do not know that ever I had before, not only inwardly, but 
+ tothe very wordivg of it; and that I mazhrt not think this was but my fancy, one in parti- 
Cular came and told me, that I never did the like, which was to me an aſſurance that God 
owned me, and encouraged me in it; and this was the firſt thing that moved me to be- 
beve ſuch a Judgment coming, and that 1 had aCall to declare it, and all thoſe ObjeCti- 
ons that aroſe in my Mind afterwards againſt it, made haſte to be anſwered, and I found 
the Internal ating of my Soul haſtening to ſomething, but I knew not what ; and I know 
not that any Mans judgment, or Book that Fhave read, lead me to this aflent, no not in _ 
| the leaſt circumſtance :-For my Principle is fuch, that I cannot in any wiſe give my conſent 
ro things of this nature, nor in the worſhip of God, to any Mans judgment, be he never 
{» Good or Learned, except he ſhows me his Commiſſion from God, for which, at this 
day, Il am under ſome Reproach ; and when I was thus prepared, after I had been wor- 
tipping God, and was raiſed up into a Spiritual frame, when I was converſant in my 
particular calling, L had this Imprefſion I have ſpoke of; Eſcape for thy Life. Now, how 
can Ithiak that ſuch a Ser;es of Providence ſhould be in order toa Deluſion, yea, to make 
the ſtronger deluſion ?: 
As to the Concomitants of it, this Imprefſion, Eſcape for thy Life, was made vpon 
my Heart unmediately after I had been waiting upon God in Duty; wherein I was raiſed 
into a gracious frame, and when I am certainly aſſured, that I was in the Spirit, and | 


{ can think no otherways, but that it was impreſſed upon me then, that I might be aſſu- 
red, that. from whence one was, the other was. I was at this time under no horror, 
that 1 might not think it was only my own concern, though Fmuft acknowledge my ſelf 
to have been a grear Sinner ; neither do I remember when I had read thoſe words, nei- | 
ther ever had Tſuch an Impreffion of them, or any part of the Scripture I ever read; and 
I was (© ſenſible of a Deluſion, that I reſolved not to diſcover it, until I had ſought unto - 
 - God for Dire&tion in it ;. and afterwards being; ſatisfied that it was from God, I did dif- | . 
ww CoYerit ton Friend, which aflbred me, that it. was aScal of it. 22. 


As to the conſequence of it, Whenſvever 1 keep dofe to God, and enjoy his gracious 


Is, Preſencein a Holy, Gracious, Sweet, and comfartable frame of Hearr, then 1amin the 
in | Faithof it ſtill, and the nearnefs of it, and have courage to declare it, and am moved” 
y to declareit, and by how much more Spiritual I am, by ſo much the more clear is the. * 
e, Faith of it, and my Courage and Boldnecſs to declare it ; and whenſoever I have for- - 
of feited his gracious Preſence, by my vain and uſcleſs walking, I immediately loſe this 
d, Faith and Boldnefſs ; now, if I am ſure I enjoy God's gracious Prefence moſt, when I am 
moſt in the Faith of it, f am alſo ſure that God owns it; and the mure 1 Believe it, the 
1 more he owns it, and if God own it, I am moſt certain that it canto: be a Deluſion, 
P but a ſtrengthning my Faith in it. 
| And that which aſſures me, that this ſweet and comfortable enjoyment 1s from God, is 
>- { this; When God was pleaſed, ever Bleſſed be his Name, to Convert me, and call me out 
ſt + of darkneſs into his marvellous lizht, many years ago, my change was looked upon as 
|; { more thanordinary, and praifed be God, I had then more than ordinary enjoyments of 
y | God, and thoſe enjoyments which I have through Grace experienced many times ſince, 
© *' 1n walting upon God 1n his own Ordinances, are the ſame [ did then enjoy, and thoſe 
\- { enjoyments which now experience whi!lt I am waiting upon God, are ſti}] the ſame,and 
1, ſometimes greater, and are of a quite different Nature, far beyond what I had in the 
I, daysof my Vanity. Now thcſe enjoyments which | have, when Lam in the Faith of theſe .! 
't . things, are certainly the ſame ; ſo that if I ſhould grant this a Delution, 1 muſt be forced: 
6 to think ſo of all them: So that if I ſhould grant this a Deluſion, O ! how would it 2 
d break my Faith all in pieces ? Theretore there is a necetiny laid upon me, to maintain 
- | that it is from God,becauſe I ſhould overthrow my Religton if I ſhould not : And therefore ; 


- |} Idarenotin thiscaſe admit of ſo much as an /f. And here 1 can appeal to all the People 
d | of God, who have ſometimes experienced thoſe enjoyments in waiting upon God, and 
v they I am ſure own them from God, as tokens of his Love, and encouragement in theſe 
N Duties : Why ſhould they not think fo of theſe? If they make theſe Delutions, they muſt 
t { thenqucſtion their own, ifthis were a Delu! on, what would become of all thofe enjoy- 
r | mentsthe People of God have at any time experienced in Duty, will they believe no ones 
'S Senſe but their own? 
Þ Again, when at any time I am angry and vain, I experience that God departs from 
y me, and [I loſe preſently my Heavenly frame, ard can have no comfort till I have hum- 
” bled my ſelf, and begged his Pardon, and ſtrengthned my reſolution againſt it ; and if this 
c were a Deluſion, it would have a very bad conſequence, fince it calls in God to atteſt - 
it, &c. and therefore would be far worſe than that; and then, why ſhould not God dif- . 
N ; own it much more? indeed, though a Man may rot be troubled for a Sin he knows not 
4 to be ſo, yet God would not own it: Again, that Sin which cauſeth God to depart from 
_| us, as to that gracious frame, cauſeth this Faith ro depart from us, even at the ſame in- | 
| ſtant, ſo that I experience God owns this Faith as he owns this gracious frame of heart by . 
F, his gracious Preſence, and diſowns ſin by departing from both alike, _ _ 
f David had the Teſtimony of the Spirit concerning his Salvation, whilſt he walked \ 
L | cloſe with God, and when he departed from him, he loſt his Teſtimony, which argues 1t 
to be from the Spirit of God, as he acknowledges, Fſal. 5. 1 1, 12. and ſoit is here. Ifhe 
>. | had had that Teſtimony when he departed from God in the commiſſion of thoſe ſins, and 
G6 | lIoftit when —_—_—__ roGod, then it might have been judzed to be a Deluſion, and: 
:,, fo would this, but having of it only then, and it continued whilſt he continued ſugar 
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"mation, that as that, ſo this is from God : This is certainly-left upon record by God,:to. 

"bean example and tryal in that caſe, and confirms me in this, and I cannot tell how any 
- one can make it out, thar this Faith is a Deluſion, but he muſt refle&t upon that, 

We dare not for our Lives entertain the leaſt thought that this Faith ſhould be a delu- 

\ fon, becauſe of thoſe dangerous conſe quences which would follow thereupon : That 1s 
a certain truth of the Father, 7x me non deſerts, niſt prius ego te deſeram ; and this the Scri- 
pture affirms, 1 Chron, 28. 9. If thou ſeck him, he will be found of thee ; but if thou forſake 
him, he will caſt thee off for ever. Now it we ſhould grant thisto be a deluſion, then it would 
follow from what hath been faid, that if we keep cloſe to God, he will forſake us, and 
giVveus up to a deluſion, but if we forſake him, he will free us from it, 

God hath threatned, 2 Theſ. 2.11. as a dreadful puniſhment for ſome precedert ſins, 
to ſend ſome ſtrong deluſions, that they ſhould believe Lves, that they might be Damned, 
Now, who dares entertain the leaſt thought of the Holy God, that he ſhould puniſh [:13 
People in that fearful manner, when they are walkiny cloſe with him, and the greatcr 
delulion, the more cloſe they walk, and then remore this puniſhment when they de- 
part ſrom him, and give him juſt cauſe to depart from them; and the more they de- 
part, the more puniſhed. 

Again, we are commanded not to qxench the Spirit, 1 Thef.5.19. Now, when 026 acts 
contrary to this Prohibition, and quenehcs the Spirit, that this ſhouid be the way to fiec 
him from a deluſion, and when he cheriſhes it, then he ſhould be left to it, 

Now you ſ{ceitis come to this Iſſue, that I am Bound to maintain this Faiili even unto 
Death, not only as I am a Chriſtian as before, but alſo in Honour and Revcrence unto 
that God that made and upholds me as here; and though very many of the People of 
God, that have this Teſtimony impreſſed upon them, from the Word and Spirit of God, 
cannot found thofe deeps our Lord hath ſignified in the Revelations, &c, Yet they are fo 
bound to maintain it, that all the oppotition thev meet with trom the World, cannot ſhake 
It ; and when I conſider how wonderfully it 1s oppoſed, and what Babcs thcy arc that 
maintain it, I cannot but think there is a God 11 it, 

Many thirgs I con!d have ſaid more for the cor fumation of it, that I have through 
grace cxpericnced for the ftrenuthning mv Faith, which Hum commands mc to C1- 
ceal; and indeed, I would not have mentioned many things that I have done alrcady, 
but that I could not let you know my grounds without it, and though I could have givei 

* you ſome clear grounds from the Word of God for thoſe things, yer I have the raticr 
kept tothis, becauſe this is the chicſeſt ground that fuch ordinary People as Iam, and 
te truth 1s, that we arc moſt capable ot, and lct no one be offended ar it ; this experi- 
mental Knowlecge is the beſt toa Mans {cf ; one taſtc of Roney doth more atlure me of 


\ - the ſweetneſs of it, than all the Arzuments that the whole World can bring. Therefore 
[ tis a great Mercy, and tl:is is one reaſon ſome of the People of Goo ſtumble ar it, be- 
&F -cauicihey have not this kind of Knovwicdge of this tliing. ?*Tis a nle, Ld cerii; uadinems 
| teſtrmonis divint proxime accedit tiſtimonium ſenſus, tum externi tum intcrm, NOW ExPE= 
ence 18 that aflent which the underitanding gives to a truth perceived by ſome, and ir 
|. migntily confirms my Faith in the truth of the Scriptures, that they are of God, when 1 
EXPETIENCE TE truth of what Is ſaid therein of the Fall, and of our Reſtoration through 
Chnſt, Tc. Ard why ſhould it not here, fince the Soul is mere excellent than the Body, 
andſo tne inward ſenſes muſt be more certain than the outward, in that there is only the 
4tof Nature, here. is the operation alſo of the Spirit of God, and hath ſomething of a 
gghine Leſtunony added te-it? . YET SF we "7 
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And it is a farther confirmation to me of the truth of this thing; becanſe God"hath 
been pleaſed to own thoſe that delare it with the converſion of Souls; for if that be © 
a truth which Dr. Preſt:an ſaith, That the making men new Creatures, is all the Miracles 
we have now left, and was the preateſt when all thoſe other Miracles were wrought; ſo that 
this ſeems to be in this ſence confirmed by the greateſt Miracles, if it be ſaid, that God 
may and doth own his own Ordirances, though there be Errors'in him that diſpences it; 
I anſwer, this is true, but there is ſomething in this, that God ſhould own ſuch thar make 
it their great buſineſs to declare tliis thing, with more than ordit:ary converlion of Souls, 
and it too for that end. 

But it may be ſaid, We are commanded not to believe every Spirit, but to try the Spi- 
rits whether they are cf God, for there is a Spirit that is rot of God, 1 Joh. 4. re, 
I Anſwer, the wav to try the Spirits is, x. By the Word oft God, 2. Bv the Holineſs 
of it. 1, By the Word of God. The private teſtimony of tte Spirit is proved by his 
pubiick Teſtimony, which is contained in the Scripturcs of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment ; but now this private Teſtimony is impreflcd by his publick Teſtimony, and is 
agreeable thereto, as you have heard ; it one thould ſay, hc hath a Patent from the Ring 
for ſomething, if you queſtion it, if he can produce the Proad Seal tor it, this will put 
:t 0 of all doubt : But you will ſay, that may be counterfeired, as AZat. 4. 6. I anfwer, 
here was ſemcthing wanting in the Seal, as you way fee it you compare 1t with the 
quotation, Pſal.g1. 11. theſe words, To keep thee im ail thy ways, that is, 11 the works of 
thy calling, wcre wanting ; here is the whole Seal, and that was only outward, this is alio 
inward, and there can be no more Seals: Tha: was to draw from Gad, this draws to 
God. 2. Bv the Holineſs of it, Luke 11, 11. therefore the Spirit 1s calied the Holy 
Spirit, to diſtinguiſh it from all other Spirits that are not of God ; though all gracer may 
have their Counterfcits, vet rcal [lolineis, true Faith in and love to God, cannot be Couns 
terfeired, 1 Cor. 6. 11, Nothing, neither Satan, Melancholy, &c. can produce real Ho- 
lincſs; Vil dat quod non habet ; a Man may as well beget an Angel, and this dark Body 
of Earth cnlighten the Wor!d, as for any thing befides God beger real Holineſs, What 
other ground hath anv Man for his Faith of aflent, and his Faith of afhance, and his 
Faith of allurance, but from 15 Spirit of God within, and the Word of God without? 
and this is as much ſatiztaction as ize defires or ca; have for that ; Why ſhould it not be 
ſo to this? The Word of God is the Standard of Faith and Obedience; and you know 
when we have brought any thing to the Standard that 1s qutitioned, and it agrees there- 
with, there's an cd of all Controver fie. 

But it will be ſaid, that word of the Anil to Lot, Ejcape for thy Life, was ſpoken in 
reference to the Deftruliion wi Sedo, and therefore rorcerns not us, I Anſwer, Thar 
promiſe to Joſpra, cap. 1. 2. is applicd to all the Hebrews, and in them to all the Peo- 
plc of God, Heb, 17. 5. thouch it was ipoken there in reterence to the {/raettes WET» 
coming the Canaanites, Vert here it 1s 2ppied 10 them 19 ENgaze them to contentednels, 
and ſo may this : And turther it is faid, to be ſer forth to he an Example of God's Tudgs 
ment to fucceeding Generations, that they provoxcd Gud by their Sins as they 01d Zudaby 
and therefore may cor.cern us. 

But Carnal-men ſay this talking of the Spirit is a mcer Delulion, and Quaker-ltke, I 
anſwer, that there is ſuch a thing as the Spirit of God in his People, is evident from 
Scripture, for God hath promiſed to give The Holy Spirit to them that atk it of. bin, 
and we are commanded to walk in the Spirit, to pray un the. Spizit, .to ſing wihdhe.s 


: s «at +3 £# 4 + T4 4 - : 4 * £2 -5.y, 


of 
. . = 8 : . * > 4% 
< 220 | 


5 
BS * + 
4 pa = 


— 


” Spirit ; and*tis faid, andif any Man hath not the Spiritof Chrifl he {Ap of bis. Therefore | 
* there is ſuch a thing as the Spirit in the People of God, for God would never promiſe 


that which isnot, nor command that to be done which cannot be, nor givesſuch a Try- 


'al of our intereſt in Chriſt, that no one hath ; and the Apoftle John was ſaid to be in tho 


Spirit when: the Revelations were ſignified to him, and tlicrefore there is no Reproach 
can be caſt upon the People of God in this reſpect, but what will reflect upon him alſo; 
and indeed ſtrengthens our Faith in this thing ; becauſe they are1n the Spirit when thoſe 
things are revealed to them, as he was, and we know not but that example is left upon 
Record to ſtrengthen our Faith in this thing ; ſuch who ſcott at the People of God in 
this manner, declare that they are ſtill in thcir nacural and unrezenerate ſtate, as that 
place, 1 Cor. 2. 14. ſeemsto infer; and fo this reproach itrengthens our Faith that we 
have the Spirit, becauſe ſuch men Receive not the things cf the Spirit, neither can, &c, 
And therefore we marvel not at it, neither are otferded by it. It they did not oppoſe 
it, we ſhould the more queſtion ir. | 

Again it may beſaid, that there is Sinand Corruption mixed in the beſt of our performan- 
ccs ; And why may not a deluſion be ſo alſo? I anſwer, this we all ſadly experience, for 
thcre is Fleſh as well as Spirit in the beſt, and the Fleſh will be luſting againſt the Spirit, 
and thoſe two are contrary ; ſothat we cannot do the thing that we would, and thoſe 
contrarics deſtroy each other, but in this, Grace and Faith advance each othcr, in that 
the ſtrongeſt Corruption, the weaker Grace; bur here the ſtronger the Faith, the ſtron- 
zer Grace, Corrupt nature can produce Anger and Pride, &c. But it deftroys this 
his Faith, and this Faith deſtroys it. Deluſion 1s the ficxneſs of the Soul, and you 
may as well prove that ſickneſs will advance health, and the more ſick, the more it 
will advance health, as to prove deluſion ſhould advance Grace, which is the health of 
the Soul, and the more delufon, the more it ſhould advance it ; which you muſt do if 
you maintain it to be a deluſion; and again, Holineſs prepares for this Faith, but fick- 
neſs doth not prepare for health, and this Faith fits for Communion with God, bur Cor- 
ruption eaules God to depart from us. 

Azain ſome arc offended, becauſe they are for the moſt part men of mean parts that 
pretend to this Revelation, I anſwer, this is that which the few, of old ftumbled ar, as we 
read John 7. 47. &c. *Tis itrange that thoſe that ſee what they ſtumbled at, that this 
ſhould be ſet up as a Sca-mark to keep them from running upon the Rocks, and yer 
they ſhould be ſplitted by it, that own it to be a Sea mark ſet up on purpoſe for that end; 
that they ſhould blame others for running on it, and vet run uponirt themſelves; that they 
ſhould be offended that God makeshis power and his peace known z do they rot want 


ſome more Humility ? 


And others are offended, becauſe they cannot fee how it ſhould be, that the People of 
God ſhould be faved in this NeſtruCtion, and others deſtroyed ? | anſwer, what is this 
but not to believe God to be God? How comes it to paſs thenthat they believe the Reſur- 
retion of thoſe bodies, which have been dead thouſands of years, when they cannot 
conceive what is become of their duft ? They will fay that is revealed : Ianſwer, fois 
this ; but the queſtion here is not that, but how can this be done ? Like that of the Jews, 
can God provide meat in the Wilderneſs? As if God could do no more than a Man; O 


- how is this oppoſed above any thing ! Isnort this an Inſtance of that truth ; when Chriſt comes 


foall he find =_ on the earth ? for that this oppoſition hath in it ſome confirmation of it z 
Yea, that-God's own People ſhould be offended chus! 
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her Eye than that of Sence; or at leaft, that we have no ground'ts belleve* 
any thing, but what is warranted by an eye of ſence; and if this ſhould be'granted, 
then who will aſſent to that fundamental part of our Relizion, concerning the Reſur- * 
rection, and of a future State of happineſs and mifery, the two great SanCtions of - 
God's Law? And then fare-well all Religion, If we muſt believe nothing but what 
our outward Sences lead us to ; for none of theſe things are apprehended by them: 
But there is an Eye of Fai:h, and a Life of Faith, as well as an Fye of Sence and 
a Life of Sence : For Faith is ſaid to be rhe Subſtance of things heped for ; and the A=- 
poſtle ſaith, We walk by Faith, and net by Sight ; when Faith 1s oppoſed ; and the Life 
that I now live is Faith in the Son of God. And *tis ſaid, The 7 uſt ſpall live by Faith, 
They that queſtion this thing upoa that account, ſeem to declare they have no other 
Eye than that of Sence, and then no wonder they queſtion it, for this is ſeen only 
by an eye of Faith ; and indecd if there were any other diſcovery of it by Providence, I 
ſhould then very much queſtion it ; for if God had revealed it by his Providence, 
there had been no necd of this way of revealing, and God doth nothing "in Vain * 
either in Nature or Grace ; and it intimates to me, that Providence will not ſhow 
it till ic juſt comes to paſs : Burt it will be faid, That many of the People of God 
that have an Eye of Faith ſee it not, I anſwer, There are diverſity of Gifts, bt tht ſame 
Spirit: To one 15s given, by the Spirit, the Word of Wiſdom; to another Knowledge, another 
Faith, another working of Miracles, 1 Cor. 12, ver. 4. now if ſome of God's People 
have not all theſe gitts, it doth not follow that there are no ſuch gifts. Paxl had anaf- 
ſ\urance of his Salvation, 2 Tim. 4. 7. but many of God's People go Mourning for 
want of it. Now it doth not follow, that becaufe all of them have it not, therefore 
Paxl had it nor, 

If you ſhou'd queſtion, What grounds have'others that talk fo much of theſe things? 
I anſwer, That thoſe I have converſed with, have the ſame ground for their Faith as [ 
have here declared. They ſeem all to-have a principle of Grace in them that have this 
Faith, though they may not have great parts, and they all have ſome impreſſion made. 
upon their hearts from ſome place of Scripture concerning theſe things I have been dif- 
courſing of; though the Scriptures arc divers, yet reſpect the ſame thing; and though we 
cannot fathom thoſe deeps in the Revelations, as being indeed not capable of them, I 
mean as ordinary people, yct ſuch is the goodneſs of God, to condefcerd to doit in a way. 
we are moſt capable of, and can beſt defend our elves. 

And now I have given you an acconnt of this thing, and I aſſure you, whilſt I have: 
been doing of it, I have becn ſeeking God as much as I could, for direction in it, and 
that if I were under any deluſion, he would be pleaſed to undeceive me, and keep me 
from deceiving others, and he is graciouſly pleaſed, praiſed be his Name, to own Mme 
till, which further contirms me 1n it, 

And all that I have further to fay to you is this, Prepare to meet thy God, O Ifrad ; 
imbarke with Chriſt ; be one of the Wiſe Virgins, provide Oyl in your Lamps before 
the Bridegroom comes ; and as the beſt expedient I know of, under God, beg of God * 
to give you an Eye of Faith, whereby you may realize and make preſent that Ureac-- 
ful judgment that is coming ; for that 1s the nature of Faith, as you read, Heb, 11. 1. - 
and let that Faith make it as preſent as if you heard the HI DNIGHT-CET,.,. 

bold the Bridegroom cometh, [go ye out to nueet him and as if you faw the Wile: 
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Ft epon them : and as if you heard them crying 


- ring out moſt hideouſly, - Lorgh. Lond 
* "unto #s: Mercy, merey, mercy, Lord 3 and heard the Bridegroom ſaying cothgy 
* *7 know you not ; and ſealing up the door with a Goſpel Oath, Yerily Iſay unto yow, 1 kit 
ox not ; and conſider what lamentation there will be then, when they ſhall be ſhuc our, 
and left to rheir unmercifull Enemies, Men and evils, to do with them what they 
pleaſe ; and then think what will become of you, if you ſhould be found among the 
Fooliſh Virgins, Bettcr you had never been born; and for evcr happy if you ſhould be 
found among the Wiſe Virgins. And the Lord help you and me to make a good im- 


proveinent of 1t, t 
Tho. Ward. 


Here is no if in this Faith, if it were *cis grantcd it's fallible, and ſo may be from a 
Deluſion from Satan ; but if there be no zf in ir, then *ris infallible, and muſt be 
from God whoſe teſtimony only is infallible. It there were an of in it, then it were not 
Divine Faith but Humane. If there were an #f in it, it would grant that it might di(- 
honour God, and overthrow Relizion in many if it ſhould prove otherwiſe, and would 
never ſtand as it doth; and it intimates that it will meet with great oppoſition, becauſe 
it is made invincible, and it argues the certainty of it, being made immovable, and he 
that oppoſeth ir, oppoſeth the Seal of God; and fince God hath ſcaled it, it is done, 
and ſurely I come quickly ; and lince God hath ſealed ir, it will be of wonderful moment ; 
for God never ſets his Seal to Blanks as Men may ſometimes do; but as he works like a 
God, ſo he ſcals like a God, and he ſeals it with his own Arms, and fo he 18 as unalterable 
as his Image is. He doth as ſome Phifitians, when they ſend abroad their Medicines, they 
ſeal them with their ouwn Arms, that they may be known from counterſeits; fo that if 
you can but be ſure *ris his Arms, you need not fear *tis Counterfeited ; for: Holineſs is 
from the Spirit of God ; and Ict no one wonder why it is, and how it ſhould become 
infallible ; why it is from the Word and Spirit of God, both which are infallible, and 
ſhews that *tis from them. 
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n20n tt;ts Nation : We do nat fpeak of it, as our apprehenſion, or Judg- 
ment ; But we do teſtifie, in the Name of the Lord, whoſe All- ſeeing Eye 
pierceth, in all places, at all times, whoſe underſtanding is infinite, to know the ſecrets 
of all hearts, and he is jealous of his Honour. Do you think, he would ſuffer us toat- 


\ X [ E do hcreby dcelare, That here is a dreadful Judgment immediately coming 


teſt ſuchthings in his Name, if they were not from himſelf? But, you will object and fay, - 


Ln ſhall many falſe Prophets ariſc,in the latter days.But it is written to try the Spirits, 
whether wu 


þ, there ſhould be ſara grue Prophecies z For it.ls mriceqh, Xian nu 
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they areof God; But as there ſhould many falſe-.Prophets ariſe ;.the Scnpruge. * 
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"Hang wont fence: "Then ha "many falſe Prophets be there in the World? As fir < 
Tits and DPnckers, who are (o falle,' as to efteem their own Inventions before the Word * 
of :God. ' ; 2 
Then how many others be there, that have the Sheep's cloathing on, who are Rave- 4 
'ning Wolves, who ſhew it by their Fruits ; for they would tear the Sheepour of Chriſt's 
Arms, if it were poſſible, by their Words and Actions, having a term of Godlinefſs, but 
denying the power thereof. 

But chugh Preaching in one ſence is Propheſying, yet in another ſence it is fore-telling 
of Judgments, and whar the Lord isa brinzing to paſs ; For it is written, The Lord will «» 
do nothing in the way of his Judgments, but he will ſhow 3t to his Scrvaurs the Prophets. 
And rhe Apoſtle faith, Let not Men Pray, or P: ophe(iz: with the:r heads covered : nor les W's- = * 
men Pray or Propheſie with their heads uncovered ; that ſhewerh that Women may Prophe- 
fie. Now Women are commanded not to Teach or Preacl; : And there be ſeveral Wn- 
men, that can teſtifie theſe things, as ſure as ever they ſec r!1e Sun ſhine, And the Lord 
did promiſc to fhew unto his Servants, things which mutt ſhortly come to paſs: But the <£ 
Book was not to be unſealed, till the time of the end, Damic: 12 9. Revelations 1, 1, The 
Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, which God gave unto him, to fhew unto #us his Servants, things 
which muſt ſhortly come to 6% and he ſent and ſignified it by his Angel unto his Servans 
Zohn, Obſerve, Things which muſt ſhortly come to paſs : When 'tis fhewed, then it \muſt * 
ſhortly come to poſs, Bleſſed is be that readeth, and they that hear the words of this Prop hecy, 
and keep thoſe things that are written therein, for the tinst is at hand, Revelations 1, 3. When 
*cisread and heard, then the time is at hand; bur ſome may object and ſay, it hath been 
fome time ſince we firſt declared theſe things ; there was to be ſome time of keeping the 
Word uſtthie Prophecy : And Revelations 3. 10. Bec auſe thou haſt kept the word of mey pe 
rieuce, Ta'ſo will keep thee from the howr of temptation, which ſhall come »pon all the world. 
And Scholars fay, the words in Greek are, becauſe thox haſt keps che word of waiting for me. 
Revelations 22. 6. Ard he ſaid unto me, Thiſe ſayings are faithful and true. And the ©: 
Lord Ged of the holy Prophets ſent his Angel to ſhew unto his Servants the things which muſt 
ſhortly be done. The >pirit of God ſaid to ohn, rheſe ſayings are faithful and true. 
And the Lord God of the Holy Prophets ſent his Angel to ſzew unto his Servants the things 
which muſt ſhortly be done. This Angel here is meant a Miniſter of Chriſt, for he was to 
ſhew ſome of God's Servants thele things; that ſheweth it was to be ſhewed ro more 
than one. ' 5 

The Miniſters of Chriſt are called Angels, in this bleſſed Book of the Revelations, Chap-. . 
ter 1; 20. and Chapter 2. There you read, how the Lord reproves the Angels of the 3 
| Churches. That ſheweth they are Miniſters ; tor glorified Angels are free from Sin. And 

Revelations 22. 16. I] Jeſus haue ſent mine Angel to teſtifie unto you theſe things an thee 
Churches, And bleiled be his Majeſty for ever and ever, he hath ſe:1t his bleſſed Miniſter; 
for it is written, Bleſſed is he thas reads, and they that hear, that is ſpiritually. Audhe barb 
refbified theſe things : But | ſhall ſpeak of that hereafter, Bur to return ro the ObjeQtionz © 
Kevelations 22. 7. Bethald I come qnickly : Bleſſed is he that keepeth the ſayings of the Pro- |; 
phe of this Book, This ſheweth further, that there ſhould- be a time of keeping; And 1 


in:{{aiob, Jt ſod! be ſaid in that day, This is our own Goa, we have waited or bh nd F 
be will ſave ns. The Lord faith, ns a When the Book is 84 22nd - | 
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Babes for knowledge, as ſome of us be, ſhould know of ſuch great things, and it Thould 
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in this day ; 
the Spirit of Prophecy, Revelations 19. 10. But ſtill you will ObjeCt and fay, how, ſuch 


be hid from the Wiſe and Prudent ; you may as well wonder why the Learned and Wiſe 
Fews did not know of Chriſt's coming in the Fleth, as well as the Shepherds, and ſome 
mean Women, as for the things of this Life : For thoſe learned and wiſe Jews were /- 
raslites by name, as we are Chriſtians by name : Ler us look to it that we are Chriftians 
indeed, for here isa trying time a-coming, Mal. 3. 2. But ſtill you willfay, how can 
any be fure of ſuch great things, without the appearance of an Angel, or an audible 
voice, or by working Miracles, 

And thouzh the Lord did declare his Mind and Will that ways, in the Old Law; 
and did confirm the Goſpel, when it was written by our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles 


by Miracles. But now he hath left his Mind and Will written ; and confirmed it with 


Wonders and Miracles: And herein hath left his Mind and Will what ſhould come to paſs ; 
fo now there is noneed of ſuch confirmations ; but when the Lord is pleaſed to give Faith 
by his Word and Spirit it is enough ; and our bleſſed Saviour faith, if a Man had Faiih 
he mi2ht ſay to a Mountain, Be removed into the Sea, and it ſhaxld obey him; but a Man 
cannot act this Divine Faith of himſelf; but when the Lord ſheweth any of his Servants, 
things that ſhall be done ; though iv be never ſo contrary to an Eye of Sence; though 
it be to throw a Mountain into the Sea, it ſhould be done. But you will ſay, ſome of the 


Servants of God have thought, that they had faith in theſe things, and have been very. 


confident; ſome prefixing a time, and have been deceived, and this is a great ſtumbling 
Block to many of the People of Gad, as well as others. And Satan knowing «wv doubt 
thar ſuch a time would come, that ſome of God's People ſhould be ſhewed theſe things 
fo he hath led Men into Delufions, from their own proud Hearts ; for ſome of the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, which might have the Spirit of God 1n the Main, and being Men of great 
Parts ; ſo being able to makea Sence of thoſe Prophetical Scriptures, by their own know- 
ledge, not ſeeking the Lord, ſoasto have an antwer from God, to ſee whether they had 
a clear Call, for what they did, and ſohaving a ſtrong Perſwaſion from their own Know- 
ledge, and Satan's temptation ; ſo Satan hath ſpoke in Peter's Mouth, 

You will fav, Be you Infallible? No. 1, a poor unworthy finful Creature as I am, 


A 


altogerher 1mpcrfect in the beſt that I can- do, as it comes from my ſclt ;. and I am fen- | 


ible, rat I am very mean for Natural Paris and Learning ; bur if the Lord is pleaſed 
to ſhew, none ſheweth like him: And I do declare, and teſtifhe in the.-Name of the 
Lord, and hefore all Men, That he hath ſhewed me theſe Things, praiſed be his Holy 
Name for ever, and hath ſcaled it with his moſt Bleſſed and Gracious Preſence innu- 
merable Times: And there was never any Servant of God, thathad theirConſeiences, 
actually enlightned, that durft teſtifie that God had fſhewed them before. 

Now you muſt think, that we are blinded and hardned in our Confclences, if when 
we teſtifte, and call God to Witneſs to theſe Things if then we-had no Reproof, if 
this was not from God ; bur on the contrary, when any Temptation arifeth, or fearof 
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' Ooiſpleafing Man had hindred me from declaring it z when there hath been any Sigh-of 
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And now I beſeech you all, that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, as you 
love the Lord, and your own Souls, and Lives, not to ſpeak azainſt this Trath, 


© eſpecially againſt the Book, called the MIDNIGHT-CRY, written by that 


Holy Divine, that Bleſſed Servant of God ; for I do further declare and reftifie 
in the Preſence of God, and before all Men, That the Lord kath ſhewed me, that 
he hath called the Man to declare his Mind and Will in t!:.{© great Things. 

And though I have hithertv, only ſpoke of a Judgment coming immediately 
upon this Nation, which is the AIDNIGHT-CRY; becauſe my Dear 
Brother in the Lord, that writeth the preeeding Diſcourſe, is chicfly ſhewed the 
Judgment; but he hath Faith of Conſent to the whole Duftrine, contained i: 
= Pook before-moiitioned ; he can declare no more than t!:c Lord hath ſhew- 
ed himz, 

Bur 1 do again declare from the Lord, to the Glory of Jclus Chriſt, and God 
the Father, that he hath ſer me a Witneſs, to that whole Doctrine, contained in 
that Book, called The MIDNIGHT-CKY, written by his Bleſſed Mi- 
niſter and Prophet, F, 34. And the Scripture aboundeth in the Proof of it. 

And I will give you an Account of ſome of thoſe Scriptures, which rhe Lord 
hath enlightned co my Soul, fo far as the Lord ſhall enable me, and bring them 
into my Mind. And though 1 am a poor finful, unworthy, ignorant Creature in 
my ſelt, yer, if the Lord ſheweth, who ſhewetl: like him ? you muſt not look to 
have it &t out with Eloquence and Parts from me, for the Lord worketh in the 
ordinary Means, according to the Inſtrument. Now fince his Word tis written and 
confirmed, Revelations 1. I. and ver. 3. Chep. 22. 6. there you have clear Proof, 
that the Lord would ſhew his Servants the Things which muſt ſhortly be done. 
Chap. 22. 7. there that word followeth the ſhewing : Behold, 1 come quickly : 
Bleſſed is be that keepeth the ſayings of the Propheſie of this Book: But, 1 ſhall ay nv 
more to theſe Scriptures, becaule I ſpoke ſomthing to them before, Revelations. 
The Whore of Babylon ſhall put a Cup of God's Wrath into the Hands of the Un- 
ſanificd Chriſtians; which are the outward Court Worſhippers; for the outward 
Court is given to the Gentzles, Revelations 11. 2. Which 1s the Cry «: Midnight, 
Matthew 25, Then the Lord ſhall call the Wiſe Virgins into the Chambers ot his 
Providence : [ſaiah 26. 20. Which have not only Lamps of Profeſſion, but Oyl 
of Grace, which is true Faith in Chritt, and fervent Love to him, aud all his Holy 
Laws and his People ; but the Fooliſh Virgins will be lcft out, to be trodden down 
with the Genz:les, which are the _ Iſaiah 24. The Lord will make the Earth 
empty, there will be but few Men lett; there will be but as the ſhaking of an Q- 
live Tree, and as the Gleaning Grapes, when the Vintage is done. Ferſe 13, 


ſhall lift up their Voice, they fhall fing for the Majeſty of the Lord, they ſhall cr 
gin.s no /h 4 Ver. 14. The Enemy ſhall come in like a Flood. - //a:4b 26. 


_ 11... Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not ſee: but they ſhall ſee, and be 4 


ſhamed for their at the People ;, yea, the fire of thine E devour. them, - 
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Spirit againſt the Power of Holineſs, and'the People of God as ever. Fe | 
4. For thou haſt been a ftrength to the Poor, a ftrengrh to the Niedy ”” bis diftreſs 
r efuge from the Storm, a ſhadow from heat, when the blaſt of the terrible ones is a1 - 
florm againſt the wall. When thus the Lord hath preſerved his People; when this 
firft Vintage is done, then he will put in his Sickle to cur down Babylon, for then 
the Lord will ſet up a Standard, and the Faithful, Called and Choſen, which are 
God's Saints, ſhall go out of this Nation, that are preſerved with other Nations ; 
ſhall return a double cup of God's Wrath upon the Whore of Babylon, the Papiſts, 
and make her pledge it doubie, Reve.— Pſal. 149, 6, 7, 8, 9, | he whole Pſalm 
is a Song of Praiſe for the Children of S:9z, when Chrilt ſhall be King : Then, at 
the Downfal of Babylon, Chriſt appeareth in the Clouds to the Converſion of the 
Jews, and every Eye ſhall ice him, Rev. — And ail the Rindreds of the Earth ſhall 
wail, and they that pierced him, ſhall mourn, lixe one that mourne:h for his Firit- 
born . Son. 

Thar is the penitcnt Mourning of the Jews, Thex the Lord will Reign before bu 
Ancients glorionſly, Waiah 24. 23. For behold in thoſe days, and at that rime, when [ 
ſhall brizg agein the Captivity of Jucan and Jernfalem, / will alſo gather a!! Nations, 
Joel 3. 1.2. And [ wi! ſtrengthen the Howſe of Judah, and I wi ſave the Hoſe of 
Joſeph, ana 7 wit brius them again to piace them, for I have Mercy upon thim, aria 
they ſha'l be as theyzrh I had not caſt rhem of ; for I am the Lord thur Goa, and wi: 
hea” them, Zach. 10,6. He ſhall chuſe our inheritance for ns, the excllexcy of Jacob 
whom he loved. Selah. Plal, 47. 4. That is a Propheticai Pſalm of Chittt's King- 
dom, 

But then thcre is a grcat and terrible Day of the Lord ſpoke of in the Laſt of 
Malachy, where *tis writ, The Day of the Lerd cometh that ſhel' Burn as an Oven, and 
all the Proud, yea, and a' that do wickedly, ſhall be Stubble; but unto you that fear m 
Name, ſall the Son of Righteouſneſs ariſe with healing in his Wings, and ye ſhall goforth 
and grow up as Calves of the Stall, You will object and fay, That is the laft Day of 
Judgment, The Scripture clears it ſelf, that it 1s not the laſt Day ; for there will be 
no growing in Heaven, nor the Saints will have no Aſhes to tread under the Soles of 
their Feet, when they are all changed in the twinkling of an Eye, and caught up to 
meet Jefis Chrit. 

Bit as for this Day, the Lord hath not given me Faith of Aſſurance, when and 
how it will be: But Ido Believe the Lord hath ſhewed ir to his Blefled Servart, 
.that was firſt counted worthy Spiricually to read this Prophecy ; for it is written, 
Bleſſed is he that reads, and they that hear the Words of this Propbecy, Revelations 1. 
That is clear, that the Lord would ſhew it in a Miniſterial Wav. And Rewvsla- 
tons 22. 16, I Feſrus have ſent mine Angels to teſtifie unto you theſe things in the 
Churches, And he fairh, that Day followeth the Converfion of the Jews ; for the Lord 
wil! fveep the Earth of Sinners when he Reigns, and then Chriit's Kingdom is come, 
and God's Will ſhall be done m Earth, as it-is Heaven; for rhe Knowledge of God 
ſhall cover the Earth, as the Water covereth the Sea, 1/a:a4 Then all ſhall be 


taught of God, none need teach his Neighbour. Then the Kin:doms of this:World - 


ſhall become the Kingdoms of our Lord and his Chriſt, Rev. Now Jermnſalem 
_ hall come down from Heaven, Rev Then the Tabernaclc of God ſhall be 
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ue confeſs him. Then Holineſs ſhall be writ upon the Horſe-Bells, Zath.—— 
en Jew and Gentile ſhall be of one Heart and Mind, all gathered into one Sheepfold 


- 


ting Inſtruments ſhall be beat into Plough ſhares and Pruning-Hooks. Then the 


Lord will give the Heathen for his Son's Inheritance, and the uttermoſt Parts of 


the Earth for his Poſſeſſion. 

Then the Rinzs of the Earth ſhall bring their Glory into the New Tera{alem, when 
ſhe ſhall be a Praiſe in the whole Earth, which we ought ro give God no reſt till 
he doth it. | 

But you will object and fay, Shall there be Kings to bring their G'ory into Jers* 
ſalem? How fhall Chrilt be King then? Why, he ſhall be King of Kings you will ſay. 
So he 1s now : Sohe is now as he is God. 

Bnt now by the wickedneſs of Men, and by the permiflion of God, Antichriſt 
reigns, and Babylon, and the wicked ſcoffing and perſecuting the Saints, theſe reign 
now in the World, that under theſe Tyrants the Saints live like Strangers and Pil- 
orims; but then, when tlie Saints ſhall inherit the Earth, when Chriſt fha!li have 
cut down theſe his Enemies, and bound Satan, Rev. 20. 2. 

C!liriſt hath promiſed to f:t on the Throne of David, as it is, As 2. 20. D.evid 
beits a Prophet, and knowing that Cd had ſworn with an Oath to him, that of the 
Fruit of his Loyis, according to the Fleſh, he would raiſe up Chriſt to fit on his Throne, 
When our Bleſſed Saviour came in the Fleſh, he came as a Subje& and paid Tri- 
bute to Ceſar ; then he did not fit upon David's Throne, Read Lyke 1. 22, 23. 
And there ſhall be Judges as there was at the firſt, and Counſellors as there was at 
the beginning. You will fay, Shall he reign perſonally? You know King Willarm 
rcizns properly in Scotland, rulin* and governing, not being perſonally there; fi 
we do not expect that Chriſt will perſonally dwell upon the Earth, but he will 
rule and govern all things Temporal, as well as Spiritual. You know God did tell 
them formerly, how they ſhould build the Houtfe of God, and how to fight agamit 
their Enemics, and other Afﬀairs, 

Now my Friends and Brethren in Chriſt, | befeech you not to fpeak or write againſt 
theſe things, without a Warrant from Gud, which I am ſure you will never have; 
I beſeech you not to heed what the World ſays againſt it, and corrupt Nature, nor 
to truſt ro your own knowledze and Parts, nor.to expound any Scripture againſt 17, 
But now Satan will be very buſic to transform himſelf into an Angel of Light, per- 
haps to ſoine Learned Men, becaufe the Lord hath hid it from the Wiſe and Pru- 
dent, and hath ſhewed it to ſuch Babes as us that write this Diſcourſe. But the Mr- 
niſter that the Lord hath ſhewed it unto, is a Man of Learning ard Parts. 

But you will ſay, cannot we the Miniſters of Chriſt, that have the Spirit of Chriff, 
and do make it our buſineſs to ſttidy-the Scriptures, and do pray over them, know 


as well as you? There are diverfitics of Gifts of rhe Spirit. *Tis not of him-that- | 


willeth, nor him that runneth. The power of God will the more appear, that 
hatyſhewed ir coſuch as we, andthore may be Unbelicf, and Pride, and Preju 


*, 


Then every Knee ſhall bow to Jcſus,' and every Teb- - 
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Wiſe of this World, do not chicfly experience the Myſteries of the Golpel, and f 


the Love of God upon their Souls, as wellas the poor mean Saints of Jeſus Chriſt 3 
for chough the Lord hath Bleſſed you with that honourable Mercy, to be his Mini- 
ſters, he doth not give every gift of the Spirit to every one, 1 Cor, 12. RR 

When God's People have any diſcoveries of God's Love made to their Souls, 
by: the Spirit of God, eſpecially Men of greater Parts than others, then corrupt 
Nature will be apt to ſtir and fay, if this were from God, ſure we ſhould know of 
it, but God doth all for his own Glory, as his infinite Wiſdom ſeeth beſt, and the 
good of all thoſe that love ard fear him, though it doth not always ſeein ſo to us 
by an Eye of Sence, - 

And now | beſeech you all, that love the Lord Jeſus in Sincerity, to ſeck the Lord 
with all your hearts, and ſearch his Word; that he would be pleaſed to give yor: 
ſome intimation of theſe things ; if it may be tor his Glory, that we may be found 
Watching, that we may go out of the cares of this World, by Faſting and Praying, 
and waiting for the appearing of our dear and £lorious Redeemer. 

For as it was in the days of Neah, fo it will be in the days of the Son of Man ; 
they were Eating and Drinking, and Bnying and Selling, and Planting and Build- 
ing, till the Flood came and ſwept them all away ; fo let us cumber our ſclves now, 
no more than Neceflity drives us ; but let us be like Lor, to do our endeavour to 
pull our Kinsfolk, and all thatwe can out of Sod; ard like Noah, to Ark our 
ſclves and ours m Jeſus Chriſt, For the Son of Man wil! come in a day when ye think 
not of him, therefore be ye alſo ready, Matthew 24. 44. 

And as for Mr. Baxter, I dcfire to eſteem him as a Miniſter , and Scrvant of 
Jeſus Chriſt, from whoſe Works, I hope I have received good ; bur he hath fo 
much diſhonoured his Bleſſed Lord, as to write againſt his Blefled Truth; for he 
hath truſted too much to his own knowledze and great paits, whereby Satan hath 
crept in, and transformed himſelf to an Angel of Light, with a pretence to vindi- 
cate the Truth, and thereby hath utterly oppoſed the Truth, I mean, by writing 
againſt this Bleſſed Truth, for which the Lord in Mercy xive him Repentance : 
For I a poor worthleſs mean Creature, as for Learning or Parts, and a Hcll- 
deſerving Sinner, have received the glorious Riches of Free-Grace, by the preci- 
ous Blood, and imputed Righteouſneſs of my glorious Redeemer, who ever liveth 
to-intercede for me, all Blory to his Holy Name, and to God the Father, now 
and ever, now and ever, now and evermore: Who is incomprehenſibly great, who 
filleth Heaven and Earth with his Power and Preſence; and he is a dreadful God, 
and very Jealous of his Honour, at whoſe Preſence I defirc to tremble, and dread 
to Offend ; and I do here under the Senfe of his All-ſceing Eye, having a Com- 
miſſion from him, again to declare and teſtific, that here will be a dreadfy] ade” 
ment upon the Proteſtants, which have not true Grace, which are called the fooliſh 
Virgins, and it will be done by the Whare of Bakylon, which arc the Papiſts, fot 
they ſhall put a Cup of God's Wrath into their Hands, which will. cauſe ſbct 
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Enemies, with the reſt of Babylon, pledge the Cup of Gott's Wrath: God will have -- © 

an Army of Saints to cut' down' Baby/en, then Chriſt nu in the rf 

and every Eye ſhall ſce him, and they that pierced him will Wail; ther: 

groorn is come, and his Wife hath made het (elf ready, which is the Conv 7 

the 7ews. 2 
X d how will the Wiſe Virgins Blaze with their Oyl in their Lamps?- Then at that 

glorious Wedding, when Chriſt hath glorified his Juſtice-upon' his Enemies; and ' 

glorified the Riches of his Free Grace to his ancient People, to become their HuC 
band, and they. his Wife, from whoſe Generation he came, as he was Man; who - 

are the natural” Olive. O/! then the Halalujabs, and Shouting, 'and Triumphing, . 

and Singing, ard Dancing, will there be to our-glorious Redeemer, and God the 
Father, by the Virgins at that glorions coming. Then let the Floods rejoyce, and: 
the Woods rcjoyce ; then all kind of Muſick will be uſed to raiſe Mens heazxts-to 
praiſe God. Zachariah. 

Holineſs ſhall be writ upon Horſes Bells. Did:Dav:id Dance before the Ark, . 
with all his Mi; hr ? How will thoſe Dance that have ben arked in Jeſus Chriſt, . 
from theſe dreadful Tribulations? This which Iam again to ſpeak of, as 1 ſaid be-- 
fore, the Lord hath not ſhewed me in a ſpecial Manner, but I have Faith of Con-- 
ſent to it ; but that honoured and holy Divine of Jeſus Chriſt, F. AF. doth fay, that: 
when the Jews are converted, then that great and terrible day of the Lord comes, . - 
which is ſpoke of in the laſt of Malachi, Which ſoall Burn a1 an Oven, and a'l the * 
Proud ; yea, and all they that de wickedly, ſta!l be Stubble: But unto you that fear my. 
Name, ſhall the Son of Righteonſneſs ariſe with healing in his Wings, and ye ſha! go" 
forth, grow up 4: Calves of the Stall, Compare this Scripture with the Second Epi-- 
file of Peter, 3. 6. 7. Whereby the World that then was, being over-flowed with Water, 
Periſhed, But the Heavens and the Earth, which arc naw, by the ſame Word, ars kept - 
in. flore, reſerved wnto Fire, againſt the day of Fndyment, and Perdition of nngedly Men, . 
Verſ. 13. Nevertheleſs we, according to bis Promiſe, look for new Heavens and a new 
Earth, wherein dwelleth Richreonſweſs But you will {tilt fay, this is the laſt Day of 
"Judgment ; for as the Jews revolted over the Croſs of Chriit, to the Kingdom of.” 
Chriſt, ſo do Chriſtians. revolt over the. Kingdom of Chriſt to the laſt day of Jadg- To 
ment. But comme the 6. Yerfe of the 3:Chep. of Peter, where it ſpeaks of the >. 
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old World over-flowing with Water, with-Zake 17.26. where our n—_—_— —— 
ing of the days of the Son of Man, ts comp it with the days of Noab, whichis: 
his coming to (et up_his Kingdom in this World for he fanhto his Diſciples-m/the”-. 
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